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Foundation and Bridging Educators of New Zealand 
(FABENZ) Conference 2012 
The 2012 FABENZ conference in Auckalnd has the theme of, Create and collaborate. 
Start: 03/12/2012  
End: 04/12/2012  
Venue 
Faculty of Engineering 
University of Auckland 
20 Symonds Street 
Central Auckland 
Programme 
The following keynote speakers will give presentations at the conference: 
 Professor Terri Seddon, Professor of Education at Monash University 
 Dr Joce Jesson, Senior Research Fellow at The University of Auckland, School of Critical Studies 
 Stuart Middleton, Manukau Institute of Technology 
 Professor Angus Macfarlane,  Professor of Māori Research at University of Canterbury 
Call for abstracts 
A call for abstracts is now open and closes on 3 September 2012. Find more information on the conference 
website. 
 
FABENZ Preliminary Conference Programme 
Day 1: 3rd December 2012 
0800 Registration Opens 
0900-0940 Mihi Whakatau 
Welcome and Conference Opening 
Room 401.401 
0940-1010 Morning Tea 
1010 - 1040 Keynote speaker 1:  Rescaling education and educational projects: Making institutional architectures for cosmopolitan educational work, 
Professor Terri Seddon 
Room 401.401 
1040-1240 Concurrent Session 1 
 Breakout A 
The Work of Teaching 
Chair: Annette Aubrey 
Room 401.401 
Breakout B 
Research and Research 
Collaborations 
Chair: Briar Hamilton 
Room 403.401 
Breakout C 
Cross-Sector and Industry 
Collaborations 
Chair: Claire Keenan 
Room 403.402 
Breakout D 
Pedagogy and Policy 
Chair: Theresa O’Regan-
Byrnes 
Room 403.403 
Breakout E 
The Work of Teaching: 
Language, Literacy and 
Numeracy 
Chair Rae Trewartha 
Room 403.404 
1040-1100 Education as social 
inclusion: A case study of 
widening participation at 
an Australian university 
college 
Tamra Cocks & Jennifer 
Stokes, University of 
South Australia 
‘Wow I didn’t know that!’ 
The benefits of taking a 
collaborative approach to 
transition experiences of 
enabling students into 
Undergraduate Education 
Programs 
Rosalie Bunn,  The 
University of Newcastle   
 
 Engaging Pasifika and 
Māori learners through 
talanoa and using a 
holistic Pasifika and Māori 
values based approach in 
the classroom via the 
Fonofale model 
Tupa’I Lelei Lonny Levi 
and Lyndelle Paniora-
Hepi, Manukau Institute 
of Technology 
 
Lecturer responses to the 
National Assessment Tool 
(Literacy) 
Sue Crossan, Unitec 
Institute of Technology 
1105-1125 ‘Pedagogy’-phobia: A 
lawyer-teacher’s plea for 
debate about plain 
English in teaching & 
learning 
Julia Maskill, Unitec 
Institute of Technology  
Reinforcing Wellington’s 
tertiary bridges 
Liz Chinlund, Victoria 
University of Wellington 
& Mary Manderson, 
Whitireia Institute of 
Technology 
Fast 4 word: A 
collaborative research 
project linking students’ 
numeracy and literacy 
Robyn Gandell & Bettina 
Schwenger, Unitec 
Institute of Technology  
1130-1150 Creative Collaboration? 
The possibilities and perils 
of assessed group 
projects in bridging 
courses 
Rowan Jeffrey, University 
of Canterbury 
‘Likeminded people, all 
going through the same 
thing’: A voluntary study 
group for mature 
students in their first 
semesters at university  
Prue Fry,  Massey 
Committee meeting for 
FABENZ (Closed Meeting) 
Pathways for non-
traditional learners in a 
research-intensive 
university  
Dr Stuart Levy and Dr 
Catherine Burnheim,  
Monash University        
University  
1155-1215 Enabling retention: 
Understanding and 
improving student 
retention rates in 
Australian university 
enabling programmes  
Barry Hodges,  The 
University of Newcastle 
 
A collaborative approach 
to improving achievement  
Jennie Hayes, University 
of South Australia 
Are ALNAT writing scores 
an accurate indication of 
students’ ability to write 
essays in a level 4 
Certificate academic 
writing course?  
Christine Beker, Otago 
Polytechnic 
 
 
1220 – 1240 How do students in 
enabling programs cope 
when the paper study 
materials are no longer 
readily available?  
Gary Orth and Clare 
Robinson, University of 
Southern Queensland   
Positive impact of an 
embedded model of 
counselling support in 
enabling programs  
Deanna McCall,  The 
University of Newcastle 
From opinion debaters to 
objective logicians: 
Critical thinking as a key 
transition element in 
foundation programs for 
the underprepared 
student  
Jessamyn Clarke,  
University of Southern 
Queensland 
1240-1300 Grant Robertson. Deputy Leader of the Opposition/MP for Wellington Central/Spokesperson for Tertiary Education, Skills and Training 
1300-1345 Lunch 
1345-1415 Keynote 2:  Lifting our Game: foundation and bridging education 2013 and beyond, Dr Peter Coolbear 
Room 401.401 
 Concurrent Session 2:  
 Breakout A 
The Work of Teaching 
Chair: Briar Hamilton 
Room: 401.401 
Breakout B 
Research and Research 
Collaborations 
Chair: Lisa Maurice-
Takerei 
Room 403.401 
Breakout C 
Cross-Sector and industry 
Collaborations 
Chair: Teresa O’Regan-
Byrnes 
Room 403.402 
Breakout D 
Pedagogy 
Chair: Anne Kennington 
Room 403.403 
Breakout E 
The Work of Teaching: 
Language, Literacy and 
Numeracy 
Chair: Mary Manderson 
Room 403.404 
1420-1440 Hikitia te ora/ Certificate 
in Health Sciences: How 
research, experience and 
our students have 
informed our teaching  
Sonia Fonua & Rob Loto,  
The University of 
Auckland   
ICT for prisoner 
education: The story of a 
trial project  
Dr Tasman Bedford,  
University of Southern 
Queensland   
Reducing the attrition of 
tertiary bridging students 
studying by distance: A 
practice report  
Patricia Whannell,  
University of Southern 
Queensland    
 
Encouraging insights into 
learning: Building guided 
independent learning into 
a programme  
Claire Keenan,  Nelson 
Marlborough Institute of 
Technology 
I am a numeracy teacher, 
why do I have to teach 
literacy? 
Glen Bryant,  Unitec 
Institute of Technology 
 
1445-1505 
1510-1530 Does a bridging course 
matter? A comparison of 
academic performance 
between Certificate of 
Health Science and direct 
entry students in year one 
 Alternative pathways to 
higher education in 
Australia: The importance 
of enabling and 
empowerment beyond 
mainstream conventions 
Economics for second 
language learners  
Jann Dyer,  Victoria 
University of Wellington 
 
 
Day 2: 4th December 2012 
0800 Registration Opens 
0845-0930 Keynote Speaker 4: Diversity’s promise to foundation and bridging education, Professor Angus Macfarlane 
Room 401.401 
0930-1000 Morning Tea 
 Concurrent Sessions: 4 
 Breakout A 
Connectivity 
Chair: Anne Kennington 
Room 401.401 
Breakout B 
Research and research 
collaborations 
Chair: Lisa Maurice-
Takerei 
Room 403.401 
Breakout C 
Cross sector and Industry 
Collaborations 
Chair: Annette Aubrey 
Room 403.402 
Breakout D 
Pedagogy 
Chair: Theresa O’Regan-
Byrnes 
Room 403.403 
Breakout E 
The work of teaching & 
Language, Literacy and 
Numeracy 
Chair: Briar Hamilton 
Room 403.404 
 
1000-1020 A space to create and 
collaborate: FABENZ 
Community Ning  
Claire Keenan, Nelson 
Marlborough Institute of 
Technology 
Early departure from a 
tertiary bridging program: 
What can the institution 
do?  
Robert Whannell, 
University of Southern 
Queensland   
Getting comfortable with 
science  
Dr Teresa Fernandez, The 
University of Waikato 
A big BOOST: Enhancing 
student engagement 
through packaged 
academic and peer 
support  
Joyleen Christensen, The 
University of Newcastle    
Increasing enabling 
students’ engagement 
with Course Management 
Systems through online 
assessment 
Paul Chojenta & David 
Thompson, The University 
of Newcastle 
 
1025-1045 ‘Week zero’ in Open 
Foundation by Distance: 
The successes and 
challenges of embedding 
an online orientation into 
a distance enabling 
program  
Liz Goode, The University 
of Newcastle 
  
1050-1110 Widening participation in 
higher education through 
online pedagogy and 
open education practices 
(OEP) 
David Bull, University of 
Southern Queensland 
 Bridging over troubled 
waters: Supporting 
students through online 
collaboration with 
academic support staff  
Cathie Peters and Dr Kay 
Hammond, Unitec 
Institute of Technology 
Blended learning and the 
teaching of advanced 
academic writing  
Dr Leonard Sanders, 
Massey University 
